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A PLACE FOR YOUR 
ADVENTURE TO GROW...
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Thank you for your interest in Akeley Wood Senior School.  
Akeley Wood School offers the perfect blend of academic 
excellence, exceptional support for students’ well-being  
and a wealth of opportunity beyond the classroom. 
 
Two dedicated campuses create small, friendly 
communities, both providing the ideal environment for 
each phase of your child’s Senior School education.   
Tile House Mansion is home for Years 7 and 8, the first 
two years of Senior School.  Here it is all about innovative 
teaching and building a solid academic foundation.   
We re-ignite a passion for learning, develop the skills 
and knowledge to make the best GCSE option choices 
and enable the children to excel.  Our Akeley Wood 
House Campus, specialises in examination programmes 
from Year 9 to Year 13.  Focus here is on creating an 
environment where students feel safe, happy and 
motivated to come to school and give their very best.  
Here we teach GCSEs, A levels and BTEC/CTEC in over 
twenty five subjects.  
 
Akeley Wood is a vibrant and adventurous place to come 
to school.  We prepare young people for the next seventy 
years of their lives, not just the next seven.
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There are three key elements to an Akeley education 
– academic excellence, character development and a 
global perspective.  Our role is to prepare the students 
in our care for life beyond school.  We help them 
to achieve the very best results of which they are 
capable.  They develop inner confidence, resilience 
and an open mind and form a sense of responsibility 
for their actions and the positive impact they can have 
on the world around them.  We want Akeley students 
to grow into the best versions of themselves. 
 
Our core values are Teamwork, Encouragement and 
Responsibility.  With these values at the heart of what 
we do, we are able to maintain a happy, caring and 
supportive community where all take a responsibility 
for the success and culture at Akeley.  We ask the 
students, and indeed the staff, to take turns to lead, 
support those leading, encourage each other and take 
responsibility in doing their part to make ‘the whole’ 
run in the best way it can.  These are qualities which 
develop character and benefit them throughout their 
lives.  It’s about working as a community, doing right 
by one another and helping each other to achieve.
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Our son looks forward to and 
enjoys school every day.  His 
progress in all areas since joining 
Akeley has been impressive, all 
due to the excellent teaching and 
environment there.”

AKELEY PARENT 2019
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Tile House Mansion provides 
a great bridge between junior 
school and senior school.  It is 
a caring environment and the 
children gain a huge amount 
of confidence in the two years 
they are there.”

AKELEY PARENT 2019
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FROM 
AKELEY 
PARENTS...

Every year we conduct 
a satisfaction survey 
amongst parents to 
ensure that we are 
delivering the best 
possible educational 
experience.  We use the 
feedback to inform our 
school improvement plan 
and, of course so that 
we can give credit where 
credit is due.  We thought 
we would let the parents 
tell you what they think 
of Akeley.  Here are some 
of the comments from our 
most recent survey.  

“Akeley Wood’s ethos is 
exemplary in developing 
individual students’ full 
potential.  I believe this is the 
ideal educational institution 
that fulfils his learning ability 
and discipline.”

“Excellent pastoral care and 
the ability to know each 
pupil individually and what 
makes them tick.”

“My children are 
engaged, happy and 
thriving at Akeley.”

“Beautiful setting in a rural 
location.  A well-rounded, 

balanced timetable without 
being an academic hothouse.  

Opportunities to take part 
in several activities.  Happy 
pupils who seem to emerge 
well prepared for their next 

step in the real world!”

Thank you parents – we really do 
strive for excellence in all we do.

“It’s perfect.”

“The teachers are engaging 
and the lessons are fun and 

interesting.  Senior staff take 
their pupils’ welfare very 

seriously and discipline is 
maintained at a high level.”

“Excellent 
education but 
more than this; 
your care for 
the children is 
fantastic!”
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Our daughter has 
blossomed since 
starting in Year 7, she 
is fully motivated and 
encouraged and comes 
home smiling every 
day... we can’t ask for 
much more than that.”
AKELEY PARENT 2019

Academic excellence is delivered through lessons which 
engage and inspire.  Teachers are passionate about 
their fields of expertise and committed to sharing 
that passion with students.  We recognise each child’s 
abilities are unique.  Identifying where a student excels 
and where they need additional guidance, allows us to 
deliver academic stretch and support.  This personalised 
approach is essential to helping our students grow into 
well-rounded, accomplished individuals.  Our teachers 
are also keen learners and involve themselves in training 
to continually improve, gather new ideas and be the best 
they can be.  They have high expectations of themselves 
and of the students they have the privilege to teach. 
 
Our extensive and diverse range of subject choices 
keep students motivated and absorbed as they progress 
through Tile House Mansion and into the examination 
years.  With so many GCSE and A level/BTEC/CTEC 
options available, they can pursue their strengths without 
compromising their interests and achieve the best 
academic outcomes in subjects they enjoy and excel in. 
The quality of teaching is first class as is the excellent 
feedback on children’s work.  Our high calibre of 
feedback and advice on improvement and advancement 
is pivotal to student progress and academic success. 
 
We will continuously share your child’s attainment and 
progress with you throughout the year.  There is no 
need to wait for a Parents’ Evening – we let you know 
when we need your support or when your child has done 
something particularly amazing.  The partnership we have 
with parents is an important part of student success at 
Akeley – you want the very best education for your child 
and so do we!
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The combined academic and pastoral care is 
excellent, as is the opportunity for extra-curricular 
events.  The development of the whole child is 
considered and passions encouraged.”
AKELEY PARENT 2019

A first-class education extends far beyond the 
requirements of examination courses.  The magic that 
happens within school is matched by a huge wealth of 
opportunity outside the school gates.  Our Enrichment 
Programme is simply amazing.  On a Friday afternoon, 
every week, formal lessons cease and the students 
embark on activities ranging from Warhammer to 
Wakeboarding.  They can try something new every 
term.  We witness passions being developed and new 
skills learnt, which last a lifetime. 
 
Our carefully structured trips and residential 
programme opens students’ minds to a whole world 
outside of Akeley.  Curriculum linked visits locally 
and nationally have been combined with international 
trips as far afield as New York and Dubai.  Social 
responsibility is developed through our volunteer 
programmes to countries such as Sri Lanka and the 
work our students do throughout the year to support 
good causes. 
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My daughter has had the best 
education, care and support that 
we could have asked for.”

AKELEY PARENT 2019
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We love Akeley and our daughter  
loves coming to school.  There are so 
many great extra curricular activities.  
There is something here for everyone.”

AKELEY PARENT 2019
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Exceptional Potential – in all areas!  We identify 
talent in every area of the curriculum and students 
are encouraged to get involved in Olympiads, subject 
linked visits, debates and competitions.  Upon entry, 
and throughout their time with us, all students are 
assessed and monitored to ensure that they are 
achieving above and beyond their potential. 
 
Alongside our academic focus, Drama, Music and 
Sport are areas of excellence at the school.  The 
Performing Arts thrive at Akeley and the Drama 
Department provides students with a whole host 
of opportunities to develop their interest in acting, 
directing and technical skills.  Staffed by inspirational 
teachers, we believe the study of Drama promotes 
social, presentation and communication skills as well 
as engendering a lifelong love of the Arts and the 
stage.  Our large Performing Arts studio is transformed 
into an atmospheric theatre for full scale drama 
and musical performances.  An extensive team of 
passionate musicians provide individual and group 
lessons to musicians of all abilities – we even offer 
tuition in DJing!  
 
Our annual rock festival, ‘Woodfest’ takes place on a 
summer’s evening in the beautiful school grounds and 
showcases the talent at the School on a fully rigged 
main stage.
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Sport is most definitely for everyone with opportunities 
to compete for all abilities.  Students put themselves 
forward to represent the school in addition to the 
selection of teams based on sporting prowess.  
Traditional team sports of rugby, football and cricket 
for boys and hockey, netball and cricket for girls are 
played but we also offer competitive opportunities 
in athletics and tennis, girls’ rugby and football.  We 
enter competitions at district, county and national 
level as well as fixtures against local schools.  There is 
a huge variety of sport from dodgeball and lacrosse 
to Ultimate Frisbee.  In addition to our fully equipped 
fitness suite we offer strength and conditioning classes 
including boxercise and yoga. 
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My children are very well catered 
for despite all having different 
characters and needs.  The school 
is welcoming, inclusive and they 
are all very happy.”

AKELEY PARENT 2019

It’s about you…  The well-being of our students is 
fundamental to their personal and academic success.  
We have developed a very proactive pastoral care 
system to support our students throughout their 
educational journey.  In addition to the wonderful work 
and support provided in our Well-Being Hubs at Tile 
House and Akeley Wood House, we have Peer Group 
Mentors, Anti-Bullying Teams, a Welfare Officer and a 
School Counsellor.  Our two student communities in 
each campus are small enough for us to not only know 
who each student is but notice how each is.  We leave 
nothing to chance.  Sometimes it is the most outwardly 
confident and popular children who need our support 
and we use a well-established and highly successful 
scientific on-line tool called AS Tracking to identify any 
areas of vulnerability in a student.  Ask us about it –  
it is impressive. 
 
We are fortunate to be able to dedicate two stunning 
Grade II listed buildings to our Senior School.  The 
red brick Tile House Mansion offers the Year 7 and 8 
students the perfect stepping stone into Senior School.  
It allows an extension to their childhood as they develop 
character and confidence to move up to Akeley Wood 
House, a mock Tudor 19th century country residence.
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An Inspiring World of Education
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AKELEYWOODSCHOOL.CO.UK

01280 828122


